Fabric: Silk Road - an invitation

Fabric: Silk Road is a cultural and ethnographic exchange by artists Ruth Philo and Stuart Bowditch,
making connections between the silk mills of Sudbury, silk weaving history of Essex and Suffolk and
the silk industry and traditions in countries along the Silk Road. It will investigate the current state of
the manufacture, usage and significance of silk in the 21st century, at this time when the Chinese
Belt-and-Road Initiative starts to irrevocably change the trade routes across the continents.
The artists will be making a film along the Silk Road in 2020, from its origin in the east to the lesser
known western end in Europe and England. They will visit silk mills, mulberry orchards, factories and
communities of weavers, spinners and dyers in China, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran,
Turkey, Greece, Italy, France and England. They will also collect samples of contemporary silk fabric
from each of the places they visit. The finished film will be toured throughout England to towns and
cities historically part of the silk and textile industry, seeking to connect with working class
communities and crafts people from those areas, including those that have been dispersed or lost
due to globalisation and the reduction of manufacturing industries in the UK.
Ruth, a painter, and Stuart a sound recordist, collaboratively make work concerning place, people
and contemporary culture. Their project The River Runs Through Us(supported by Arts Council
England and Dedham Vale AONB 2017-18), involved walking, swimming, sound, film screenings and
exhibitions with the people and communities along the River Stour in Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and
Essex. This led to the development of the new River Stour Festival in 2018 connecting people,
societies and organisations through the context of the river.
In 2018 Ruth and Stuart undertook a research and development trip to China, supported by the
British Council / Arts Council England to scope their project and in 2019 Ruth organised the first Silk
Festival in Sudbury, where the artists contributed a short film of their journey to China looking at
sericulture. The project is supported by Gainsborough Silk Weaving, Gainsborough’s House, John
Gillow (World Textiles author), Charlotte Cotton (China Julebu), Babergh & Mid Suffolk District
Council, Jiangsu Artall Cultural Industries Co Ltd, Fu’an Cocoon and Silk Co Ltd and Zhang Shuo and
Wen Wang (Yantai Art Museum).
We hope that your organisation would like to be part of the project and would consider hosting a
screening of Fabric: Silk Road in 2021-22.
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